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The Japan-U.S. Childcare Forum held in Kobe on November 27, 2005 was a wonderful opportunity
for the sharing of ideas between Japan and the United States on the importance of communication
in early childhood education. There were a number of participants from both countries who shared

ideas and experiences both with each other and with the parents who were in attendance.

The forum began with a wonderful Japanese Drum Performance by the UMDS students. It was a
great way to begin the day and gained the attention of all who were in the auditorium. During the
opening address that followed, reference was made to the 10th anniversary of the Kobe Earthquake,
a reminder of a powerful event in the lives of many who were there. The address also focused on
the importance of bonds that start with the relationship of child to parent as well as the need to
share emotions, interests, and values. Also expressed was the desire for an international
perspective. This led to a major reason for the forum which was to further enhance the

communication between the United States and Japan.
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As both an educator and a parent, I learned a great deal from the Japanese presenters. Similar to
the United States, child rearing has changed from the Japan of years ago. The presenters shared
that, with more mothers working outside of the home, child care is playing a more major role.
Nursery schools are extended to longer days and include week-ends. Mothers worry over
child-care and become mentally stressed. There are waiting lists for some nursery schools.
Efforts appear to not be keeping up with the situation. When there are lectures on child care

issues, the halls are packed.  Children with problems are increasing.

All of the above concerns that were expressed by the Japanese presenters can be found in the
United States as well. A difference might be that the importance of communication between the
parents and the schools and between the parents themselves has become a major part of child-care
in the United States.

Later in the morning, we heard another Japanese presenter express the need to build an awareness
of different cultures and to value the traditions of Japan for future generations. Children must
show respect for their elders. Each child should be treasured. Dignity is important. A strong

foundation must be built between a child and a parent.

As I sat taking notes on these ideas, I found myself appreciating hearing them. I believe they are
ones that should be found in any culture. Just as in Japan, we need to focus more on these in the
United States.

The morning session of the forum ended with a beautiful performance by children singing “To Bring

Happiness”. It was one of the best parts of the day for many who were there.

During the afternoon portion of the forum, I had the honor of being part of a panel from Japan and
the United States discussing problem solving in childcare. Ideas were expressed by members of
the panel, along with participation from the audience. It was another wonderful opportunity for

sharing information.

In closing, I would like to say that from what I could see, the forum was a great success. It was
well attended, and the participants from both Japan and the United States gained a greater
understanding of the status of childcare in both countries. The sharing and exchanging of facts

and 1ideas was invaluable.

I have since shared my experience with many teachers and parents in Seattle. I shall always be
grateful for the opportunity to have been able to spend time with the gracious people I met in Japan.
I have a great many pictures and precious memories of the children who shared some of their time
with me at the preschools and kindergarten we visited. I appreciate so much the time and effort put
forth by the Kobe Executive Committee, the Maiko International Preschool, and the Kobe-Seattle
Sister City Association in putting on the forum. I know that the participants from the United

States left with a wonderful impression of Japanese hospitality.
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A Big THANK YOU To Our Corporate Sponsors!
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http://www.costco.co.jp/
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Seattle, Washington is the sister-city of Kobe, Japan and the home of Costco Wholesale, an
international chain of membership warehouses. Costco stores, or warehouses, sell high quality,
national and internationally branded merchandise at low prices to businesses (Business Members)

purchasing for commercial use, or resale, and also to individuals (Gold Star Members).

Our Company’s business is based upon achieving high sales volume and rapid inventory turnover
by offering a limited assortment of merchandise across a wide variety of product categories at very
low prices. While the majority of products appeal directly to various types of small to medium
sized businesses including restaurants, offices and day care centers, many of the products are also

very popular with our individual members.

Food product categories include fresh meat, fish, bakery and produce departments, along with a
wide selection ambient, chilled and frozen foods. Our non-food range includes housewares, apparel,

electronics, tires, office supplies and furniture and an assortment of fine jewelry.

We currently operate a total of 471 warehouses in seven countries including 346 locations in the U.S.
and Puerto Rico, 66 locations in Canada, 17 in the United Kingdom, Five in Korea, four in Taiwan,

28 in Mexico and five in Japan.

We opened our first location in Japan just outside Fukaoca in Hisyama (April of 1999). We then
opened in Makuhari (December 2000), Tamaskai (September 2002), Amagasaki (April 2003)
followed by Kanasawa of Sea Side (October 2004).

We are pleased with the progress of our business in Japan and very encouraged by the positive
reception and support we have received from our members across the country,

many of whom have shopped with us for many years in North America.

We look forward in the years ahead to our continued growth and expansion in Japan, which will

hopefully one day include a location in our beautiful sister-city of Kobe.
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